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Confidence in Life
What makes you confident when driving to a place you've never been
before? I googled to see how other people approach driving to unfa-
FROM THE miliar places. Many people suggest checking at least two things: The
P ASTOR first suggestion is to make sure to know the final destination, the end-
——— ' ing point. Another crucial thing is to have a road map that provides
detailed information about the route you're taking. Nowadays, we use
an electronic map that we call GPS. It is convenient because when the road is blocked,
it finds new routes very easily.

A WORD

What gives you the confidence to navigate your spiritual journey and safely reach your
final destination? For me, it's about turning to the Bible for advice and direction. In
Psalm 1, I find valuable guidance that serves as a spiritual map for Christians. It offers
the direction and guidance to navigate the righteous paths. The psalmist emphasizes
that a life rooted in trust in God and immersion in His Word is our straight and safe
route that aligns with God's desire for us.

Example from the Classical Book

There is a Christian classic book by John Bunyan called Pilgrim’s Progress. It gives us
meaningful spiritual guidelines for Christians to adopt as a spiritual core value in our
spiritual journey. in the story, a Christian fled from the City of Destruction and em-
barked on a journey to the Celestial City. Along the way, he encountered numerous tri-
als and temptations. At the final stage of his journey, he confronted giant roaring lions
blocking his path. Feeling utterly discouraged, he considered turning back. However,
as he attempted to give up the way, he heard a voice reassuring him: “The lions are
chained. Have faith and continue on the path you must take.”

The voice gave him clear direction: 'If you stay in the middle of the path, you will be
safe, for the lions have been chained. They cannot harm you as long as you remain on
the straight and narrow way toward your destination.' This story illustrates God's pro-
tection and providence, always available to Christians when they face troubles in their
Christian life journey.

Example from Experience

The town where I was born and raised sat on a mountainside, offering breathtaking
views especially on snowy winter mornings when a blanket of snow draped the land-
scape. However, living on a mountainside came with its challenges. One significant
challenge was my daily trek to school, a three-mile journey through heavy snow with
no snowplow in sight and no footsteps to follow. Despite the daunting conditions, I was
determined to attend school because my motive was clear—I was a student, and stu-
dents should go to school. Additionally, having a younger brother who was three years
younger added to my sense of responsibility. I became a makeshift snowplow, forging
a path for my brother by leading the way and leaving behind tracks for him to follow.

Conclusion

Stay strong in your faith and continue running the race of righteousness with the Lord.
Your perseverance will be rewarded with a crown of righteousness, and your Christian
journey will serve as a legacy for those seeking a living example to follow.
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